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Beloved; 
  
As we move into 2015 let us keep God first in our hearts, minds, spirits, and souls.  May this 
year greet us with peace, may it sustain us with love, and may it give us an abundance of the 
desires of our hearts.  As we go through this year let us remember to take deep breaths. Let us 
take breaths that will cleanse us of past negative deeds and thoughts, let us get rid of anything 
that is a hindrance to the future that we seek for ourselves and our loved ones. Let us take in 
deep breathes of warmth, love, and positive energy and outcomes. I know that we all have 
gripes but let us focus on what we are grateful.    
  
Philippians 4:8 reminds us “beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”  Let us plan to keep a 
journal of accomplishments, a journal of joys, and a journal for what we are grateful. Let us 
record the highlights; let us learn from the mistakes, the pitfalls, but let the memory of 
disappointments fade with the dawning of each new sunrise in our lives. Let us move forward 
in gratitude and love. 
  
Let us take the view that there will be nothing that can or will keep us from living the best life 
possible because as individuals and as a congregation we “can do all things through him 
[Christ] who strengthens” Philippians 4:13.  
  
Love,                                                        
Pastor                                                         
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In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. “History will have to record that the greatest tragedy 

of this period of social transition was not the strident clamor of the bad people, but the appalling 

silence of good people.” 

 

In response to not wanting to be silent the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA has pulled together 

a team of persons who are preparing themselves to speak on several important justice and 

public policy issues. We learned at the WELCA sponsored GOCAL event back in October 2014, 

that our Synod does not have a Public Policy Office. There are not any designated staff persons 

to address public policy issues on behalf of the Southeastern Synod.  Hilton Austin was struck 

by this void and decided not to remain silent and raised his voice to address this void. In speaking 

up he discovered that there were others willing to lend their voices to speak up against injustice 

as well.  The model that our Synod will use is called “Ready Benches” and is a concept used 

and developed by the Council of ELCA Bishops to speak to the salient issues of our times.   

 

The team headed by Bishop Gordy and Hilton Austin and assisted by Dr. Andrea Green, Rev. 

William Flippin, Jr. and Rev. Justin Ask will initially address three areas of concern; Criminal 

Justice, Human Trafficking, and Immigration. On January 14, 2015 the first meeting of the task 

force met and were given three presentations. The presenters were Andra Harris Martin on 

Human Sexual Trafficking regarding children, Melanie Johnson on Immigration support, and the 

state of our Criminal Justice System by Ronald Bonner supported by Bishop Julian Gordy who 

was one of the preparers of the ELCA’s Social Statement on Criminal Justice. 

 

The presenters provided new information and insights into these social problems that solidified 

the need for this public policy effort and our commitments to engage in this important work.  We 

will continue to prepare ourselves for this task as we monitor legislation in order to be ready to 

address these issues before legislative bodies.  We are also looking for others who would be 

willing to join us in these efforts to eradicate these evils and others from our Synod and the world. 

Pastor Ronald S. Bonner 

 

 

 



 

  

By Jessica Johnson 

The Youth of Atonement are planning to attend the ELCA Youth Gathering 

that’s being held July 15th-19th in Detroit, Michigan.  Please continue to show 

your support throughout our journey.  We are also planning to attend 

Lutheridge.  If you’d like to donate towards the Youth Group, please contact 

Angela Johnson (678) 933-4248 or Melencia Robinson (678) 891-7671.  We 

thank you for the love, guidance, and support that you continue to give! 

 

 

 

 

How Did I Celebrate the Holiday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.? 

By: Imani Robinson 

This year for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday I started off participating in a group liturgical 

dance. This all took place at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. It was a great experience for 

me and the other members of Exuberant Praise. We were also joined by St. Paul Lutheran 

Church and members of other dance ministries. On Monday, I attended Ben Hill United 

Methodist Church to be a part of their celebration and awards program. They held the most 

spiritual remembrance ceremony for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. There, certain individuals and 

groups received recognition for doing outstanding volunteer work in the church and in their 

community. My aunt (Audrienne Stevens) and members of Word Made Flesh were awarded 

as an outstanding ministry and were recognized for their many outreach efforts in the 

community.  Afterwards, Jessica Johnson and I were part of a small group of Girl Scouts that 

volunteered at the Epworth Towers Senior Home in Atlanta.  It was good to serve the 

community by helping seniors have fun playing bingo!  I had a fulfilling day and a spiritual 

weekend! 

 



 Board of Education Highlights 

By: Melencia Robinson, Board of Education Chairperson 

December: Sunday School Program presented: “A Christmas To Remember” on 

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2014. 

February 15: The Atonement Sunday School will present the Annual Black History Wax 

Museum at the 11:00a.m. service. 

Note: If you would like to join the Board of Education please come to our next meeting on the 

2nd Saturday in February at 11:30 a.m. immediately following the Church Council Meeting. We 

are always looking for those who are willing to share their gifts and talents with God’s children! 
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Mr. Odis Howard – Atonement Member in the Spotlight 

A quiet force behind a fire of mass production is a mighty way to describe Mr. Odis Howard’s life’s work in the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Odis served on the church synod council for five years, he was a delegate 

to the churchwide assembly in 1993 and a delegate to Men In Mission in 1989 in Texas. Mr. Howard also served 

on a board to create Men In Mission, which was created in 1989. Odis has been a lay member of the Black Pastor’s 

Conference for five years. Mr. Howard has served two terms as the President for the Lutheran Church of the 

Atonement and two terms as Vice President for the congregation. Odis served for three terms as the treasurer for 

the congregation, as a deacon and as a pastor’s assistant. Odis faithfully served as a devotional leader for Men In 

Mission for 21 years. Also, Mr. Howard was a treasurer for Men In Mission for 5 years. Most memorable and 

endearing to me, are his 25 years of service as a member of our own, Men’s Chorus. In 2014, Odis diligently 

completed his most recent term as Vice President of Lutheran Church of the Atonement. 

Odis’ personal background is as spectacular as his history with the ELCA. A graduate of Booker T. Washington 

High School in 1947, Mr. Howard went on to advance and graduate from Morris Brown College with a major in 

science and a minor in chemistry. 

Odis met the love of his life, Henrietta, and married her on June 15, 1952. From their marriage they produced three 

children, Odis Howard Jr., who passed away on August 24, 2010, and two daughters, Shari Mitchell and Donna 

Stepherson. 

Dancing, going out to eat, going to the movies and walking are the activities that Odis enjoyed with his late wife. 

Odis cites their 55th wedding anniversary as the highlight and most moving moment of their relationship, ”because 

it was a great thing to accomplish, particularly in that it proved we were still great partners and great buddies.” 

Odis and Henrietta joined Atonement in 1960 by accident. They were looking for a small church and noticed 

Atonement on the hill. They started coming to the church, enjoyed it and they continued to come. Odis is inspired 

in the ELCA by the getting out of church early, the message of the sermons by the ministers in the church and the 

pageantry of the church. 

Mr. Howard’s favorite hymns are How Great Thou Art, Sweet Spirit and Because He Lives. 

Odis enjoys walking, gardening and baking fruit cakes. 

In order to better itself for the future, Odis envisions the church growing in numbers. 

In the past, to support his professional demeanor, Odis has received several awards or recognitions from the postal 

office. Howard served as the president of his high school class for 10 years and was a member of the Bronzmen 

Social Club for 10 years. 

Henry Howard Sr. and Eliza Howard, Odis’ parents, gave him a rule to live by that well suits his entire life, ”Whatever 

you do, do it well.” 

Professionally, Howard went into the army at the age of 18 into World War II. He worked at the post office for 31 

years as a clerk carrier, route examiner, supervisor and station manager. 

Today, tomorrow and always, Mr. Odis Howard we thank you for all you have meant to the ELCA, 

especially the Lutheran Church of the Atonement and this community. 

 BE BLESSED!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

          Story Written By Ms. Claretta Wenae Light 
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by Karen Darnell 

The Hunger Walk/Run will take place this year on March 15th.   

 

We are trying to really make the Community Garden a Church and Community effort this 

year.  We are presently trying to get some sponsorships and we really would like to have more 

participation from the church members and the community. Our planting date is Saturday April 

11, 2015. There will be more information coming later about how the garden will be structured. 

 

The Board will also be returning to the Atlanta Community Food Bank Quarterly... Our tentative 

dates are as follows: 

February 28                  

May 23                            

August 22 
October 24 
 
We will have Spuds and Scriptures on November 21, 2015. 

                     

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
Happy New Year Atonement! Once again, we have embarked upon a new year filled with 
excitement and overwhelming possibilities. Worship is as necessary in our lives as breathing. 
 
Worship is a time and place where we are inspired (to breath in) by the word and the story of 
Jesus Christ in our midst.  As God is praised, we are refreshed and replenished, given strength 
and new life.  Worship is also an opportunity to cast off, or explore (Breath out) those things 
which we do not need.  Burdens, confessions, exhortations are given to God. 
 
Moving forward for the month of February, we look toward to our celebration of Black history 
month. We look forward to celebrating Ash Wednesday on February 18th, as we start our 
Lenten season. There will be Lenten services each Friday at 6:30pm.  We look forward to the 
awesome skits performed by our members.  Palm Sunday will be celebrated with our 
procession of Palms.  Good Friday service will be held culminating our glorious Resurrection 
Day.  Let us continue to breathe the spirit in discerning our role as the Body of Christ, active in 
the world bringing about the reign of God. 
 
 
Submitted by 
Artmisha Johnson 
Worship Chairperson 
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THE EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

Harolyn Charlette Light, Chair 

 

The Evangelism Committee, the committee that is enthusiastic in preaching and spreading the 

Gospel will meet on Saturday, January 30, 2015 to brainstorm how we would like to reach out 

to our community.  My goal as Chair of this Committee will be to have an event that will welcome 

and include the community at least once a quarter.  Pastor already has planted the seeds in the 

baggies for us to share with our neighbors.  Let us get together and set a date for that activity 

and other ways to serve our community where they are and as we are able to share their burdens 

to let them know that we love our living God and therefore we love them.   

 

We have already done that quite well with the Glocal weekend this past October where we 

welcomed people into our church from many countries.  The Glocal event focused was entitled 

“Feeding our Souls” and focused on the issue of hunger.  Pastor Ronald Bonner gave such a 

wonderful explanation of the impact of greed on hunger in a world that has enough resources 

where no one should be hungry that it brought Rev. Sunitha to tears and made her speechless 

after his interactive presentation.  We learned and shared their offerings of music as they were 

lead by Maestro and others, here at Atonement that Sunday.  We prayed for them and their 

struggles as they travel the world sharing our faith and our heritage as Lutherans.  They are now 

in South America in Guyana. Keep them constantly in your prayers.  We embraced them and 

shared ourselves in the form of our liturgy.  May God continue to bless us in our evangelism.  

Let us think globally and act locally! 
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                                          Stewardship                                                         

                                                                  by R. Bernard Welmaker. Sr. 

As noted on the ELCA website “This is Christ's church.  There is a place for you here.  We are 

the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we 

embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all. Join us as we do God's 

work in Christ's name for the life of the world” 

(http://search.elca.org/Pages/Results.aspx?k=stewardship&filter_by=1)   

There is work to be done – ministries to plan, implement, and reflect upon; persons to care for; 

mouths to feed, bodies to clothe, families to shelter; persons to heal – mentally, spiritually, 

physically; persons to educate in the Word and in the various subjects.  And all this is needed at 

Atonement.  We are pleased that many have volunteered their treasures toward our budget to 

carry out missions God has called us to perform.  We thank you.  Also, there are some who have 

not pledged, but give consistently any way.  We thank you, too.  All of us are God’s children and 

worthy, through Christ, of His and each other’s love and care. 

There are those who have worked in the vineyard, those who continue to work in the vineyard, 

and those we are preparing to work in the vineyard.  At Atonement, we rejoice in your efforts. 

We have volunteers for all eight Boards plus all the auxiliaries.  We have attracted a very talented 

group of officers for the congregation.  In addition, we are led by our most able Pastor.  God 

indeed has smiled on Atonement and given us the tools and bodies to spread His Word. 

“Also noted on the ELCA website is the admonition, “As members of the ELCA, we believe that 

we are freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.   

 

How do we respond to God’s call to serve and love our neighbors? We faithfully steward the 

gifts God has so abundantly given to us. Although some think of stewardship as only a 

financial response to God’s love, stewardship encompasses so much more than money. It is 

about how we use all that God has entrusted to our care — our time, our talents and our 

treasures — to love God and our neighbors, both inside and outside of the church walls and 

our homes” (http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Stewardship). 

At Atonement, this message is alive and well.  Let us move to make 2015 our best year of 

ministry ever.  Keep your treasures, time, and talents focused on God’s message to love our 

neighbors as ourselves. 
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Greetings from the Fellowship Board:  

May God’s loving Grace be with you and your family.  Let us work together and support our 

Church with all our plans for this coming year.   The Fellowship Board had a productive planning 

meeting that was full of Spirit and Love for one another. We agreed, disagreed, and came 

together to make decisions for 2015. We decided to take ‘Evening of Jazz’ off the calendar for 

this year due to limited time to plan.  Our current plans are as follows: 

 February 15, 2015 -“Family Love Day” - A meal will be served with games and 

fellowship. 

 April 18th, 20 15 – “A Rendezvous under the Stars” - More details to come. 

 September 12, 2015 – “Picnic At Grant Park” 

 December 2015 – “Angel Tree” – We will look for one or two family to provide 

Christmas. We’re asking all Boards to provide input on finding families to sponsor.  

 Movie Night for the congregation and friends is being considered 

Here’s to a year of Sharing, Giving, Loving and Good Fellowship. 

Eloise Fuller, Chairperson 

Joyce Nije, Co-Chairperson 
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by R. Bernard Welmaker, Sr. 

Men in Mission’s BOLO (Be On Look Out For) the 2015 run of The Living Last Supper.   

Description: 13 dudes in robes – 1 Saintly, 11 with good intentions, and 1 with something up his 

sleeve.  All known to speak their minds. 

Setting: Supper table 

Location: The upper room at the Lutheran Church of the Atonement 

Date: April 4, 2015 Saturday after Good Friday 

Time: To be announced 

Who should attend:  “Is it I?” you ask.  Most definitely, YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS! 
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THE TURNER FAMILY HAS NEWS TO SHARE!!! 

Antonio Turner shares a copy of the letter announcing Brenda’s promotion. 

“Brenda was promoted to Senior Executive status in October.  Please let the family and church know of 

her great accomplishment.” 

 

 

 

Teammates, 

I am proud to announce that the Secretary of the Army has approved the selection of Ms. Brenda Johnson-Turner to 

the Senior Executive Service position of Director, Real Estate Division, Headquarters, US Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

As the Director of Real Estate, Ms. Johnson-Turner represents the top technical authority in the Department of the 

Army in matters relating to the acquisition, management, and disposal of real property interests; executing a program 

valued at approximately $1B in Military and Civil Works mission support.  Additionally, as Director, she has delegated 

authority to act for the Secretary of the Army in executing the Secretary's executive agent responsibilities for several 

DoD real estate programs.  Simultaneously, the Director of Real Estate leads the Army's Real Estate Community of 

Practice which consists of approximately 900 USACE personnel located at eight Division and 32 District offices, as 

well as over 100 Army real estate personnel located at Army installations throughout the world. 

 

Prior to joining USACE in 2005, Ms. Johnson-Turner was employed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and 

developed guidance for acquisition and disposal of real property.  She also represented  the Fish and Wildlife Service 

on the Department of the Interior Base Realignment and Closure Workgroup and led their conversion of a real 

property database to an updated platform. 

 

With more than 14 years as a real estate professional, Ms. Johnson-Turner possesses the broad experience and diverse 

technical knowledge necessary to lead and execute USACE's complex real estate programs. 

 

Please join me in welcoming Brenda as our newest Senior Executive Service member! 

Thank you,                                                                           

 

Thomas P. Bostick 

Lieutenant General, US Army 

Commanding 

Essayons...Building Strong...Army Strong!                                             

 

 

 



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE ATONEMENT 

MAKING A WAY HOUSING, INC 

URBAN VILLA CIVIC & IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL SPRING NEIGHBORHOOD CLEANUP 
OF 

URBAN VILLA - PINE ACRES NEIGHBORHOOD 
IN COLLABORATION WITH 

City of Atlanta - Councilman Ivory Lee Young, Jr.,  

City of Atlanta Bureau of Corrections 

City of Atlanta Public Works 

Keep Atlanta Beautiful 

SATURDAY, March 28, 2015   

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

 
JOIN US TO CLEAN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

WE WILL MEET AT 9:00AM 

Lutheran Church of the Atonement 

1875 JOSEPH E. BOONE BLVD. N.W. 

Briefing for teams will begin 9:00 a.m. 

Clean Up begins 9:30 a.m. 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST SERVED AND SUPPLIES ISSUED       (GLOVES, BAGS) 

We are asking that all community residents support us by cleaning in front of your property 

and to the right or left of your property if vacant or abandoned property or vacant lot is near 

your residence.  This will support our efforts in keeping our community clean.  

All bulk trash should be placed at the curb on Wednesday evening, March 25, 2015 



 

 


